Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.009 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.057; wR factor = 0.152; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.2. 
atoms [CuÁ Á ÁCu = 2.7254 (11) Å ] are bridged by four acetate anions. The geometry of the polyhedron around the metal centre can be described as tetragonal-pyramidal derived from the calculation of the value = 0.0018. The apical positions of the tetragonal-pyramidal copper coordination polyhedra are occupied by the N atoms of 2-(2-furyl)-1-(2-furylmethyl)-1H-benzimidazole ligands. In the crystal structure, molecules are linked into a chain by intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds parallel to [010] . Two furan rings are disordered over two positions in ratios of 0.55:0.45 and 0.69:0.31.
Related literature
For general background, see: Solomon et al. (1992) . For the chemical, physical and structural properties of tripodal copper complexes, see: Malachowski et al. (1995) ; Mclachlan et al. (1995) . For Cu-Cu distances in dimeric copper(II) carboxylate complexes, see: Liu et al. (2007) . For the parameter, see: Addison et al. (1984) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Siemens SMART CCD areadetector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 2; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 1.
Table 2
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Solomon et al., 1992) . Due to the unique coordination polyhedra and their ease of preparation, tripodal copper complexes have attracted much attention in addition to their special chemical, physical and structure properties (Malachowski et al., 1995; Mclachlan et al., 1995) . We report here the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound, a new binuclear copper(II) complex.
The molecular structure of the title complex is shown in Fig.1 . The Cu II atom is five-coordinated, with a coordination geometry that is best described as distorted square pyramidal. The Cu1-Cu1A distance is 2.7254 (11) Å, very similar to the values found in other dimeric copper(II) carboxylate complexes (Liu et al., 2007) . The basal plane for a tetragonal-pyramidal geometry is defined by the atoms O3, O4, O5 and O6, their mean deviation from this plane is 0.0031 Å, and the Cu atom just out of this plane by 0.4762 Å. The axial position of the pyramid is occupied by atom N1. For this point of view, a geometry parameter τ, which is defined τ = (β -α)/60, applicable to 5-coordinate structures within the structural continuum between trigonal bipyramidal and tetragonal or rectangular pyramidal. For a perfect tetragonal symmetry τ is zero, and for a perfect trigonal-bipyramidal geometry τ becomes 1.0 (Addison et al. 1984) . In the title compound, the largest angles within the four atoms O3, O4, O5, O6, are β = 165.11 (15)° for O5-Cu1-O6, and α = 165.00 (14)° for O3-Cu1-O4. Thus, τ is Four acetate ligands act as bridges to connect the two Cu II centers into a dinuclear complex across a crystallographic centre of inversion. In the ligand, the dihedral angle between furyl rings and phenyl ring are 24.50 (3)°, 55.22 (2)° and 30.84 (2)°.
Selected bond distances and angles are presented in Table 1 .
As seen in Fig. 2 , the molecules are linked into a one-dimensional chain by intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds.
( Table 2 ).
Experimental furfuraldehyde (10 mmol, 960 mg) was added dropwise to a absolute ethanol (20 ml) of o-phenylenediamine (5 mmol, 547 mg). The mixture was heated under reflux with stirring for 2 h. An absolute ethanol solution (10 ml) of cupric acetate monohydrate (5 mmol, 850 mg) was then added dropwise, and the mixture was stirred at room temperature for another 20 h. The solution was filtered off, the filterate was kept at room temperature for about several weeks, after which the green crystals were obtained.
supplementary materials sup-2
Refinement
All H-atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å, with U iso (H) =1.2U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The structure of the title complex, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme. (12 
Geometric parameters (Å, °)

